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modify some of the terms in his letter to the Dean. At the same
rime he asked the Dean not to send on the letter, even in an
amended form, to the Cardinal.

The Archbishop now wrote direct to Mercier9, courteously
but by no means effusively, suggesting that further discussion
of administrative problems was undesirable while the question
of papal authority was unsettled. Mercier replied that he was of
the same opinion. The discussion of administrative possibilities
had been undertaken not at his request, but at that of the Angli-
cans. Nevertheless he would be glad to know the opinions of
the two Archbishops on the points raised in the memoranda.
He then expounded the Roman view of the nature of the prim-
acy of the Pope and of the origin of the jurisdiction of bishops.
The Archbishop, after a long hesitation, thanked the Cardinal
for his exposition, but thought the administrative suggestions
were of too hypothetical a character to permit him and the
Archbishop ofYork to pronounce upon them.

Halifax, who saw the correspondence, thought the Arch-
bishop might have written with 'more heart*10, but with the
substance of his letters he could not greatly quarrel. He prob-
ably realised that he was expecting something from Dr. David-
son which the latter, with his conception of the Church of Eng-
land, could not give him, 4Let us grant,* Halifax told Frere,
'that what I should like the Archbishop to do might meta-
phorically cost him his head. He could not lose it in a better
cause/11 But Randall Davidson was not a man who was likely
to lose his head, physically, intellectually, or metaphorically.
Indeed he had already gone a loug way to meet Halifax's
desires.

I confess [he wrote to Halifax on April izth] to feeling pricks of
conscience as to "whether in writing to the Cardinal, and even to
yourself^ I have been firm enough in what I have said about the
difficulties which lie ahead.1*